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By John Townes
In addition to completing its redevelop-

ment of the Onota Building in downtown 
Pittsfi eld (see related story on page 1), Al-
legrone Companies recently marked another 
milestone in its corporate history.

This past summer, 
after fi ve years of plan-
ning and construction, 
Allegrone Companies 
completed the move 
of its corporate head-
quarters from a site on 
Newell Street in Pitts-
field to a new office 
complex the company 
has developed at 150 
Pittsfield Rd. (Route 
7/20) in Lenox.

The site is named the 
Berkshire Design Center 
(www.berkshiredesign-
center.com). In addition to housing the 
headquarters of Allegrone’s own 75-member 
corporate staff, the 35,000-square-foot facil-
ity has space for about 15 other offi ce suites 
to be occupied by tenants.

“We’re all moved in here, and we’re now 
recruiting other businesses as tenants,” said 
Louis Allegrone, principal of Allegrone 
Companies.

Allegrone Companies is a family fi rm 
that originated as a masonry contractor in 
Pittsfi eld in 1921. It has since grown to 
become a major construction, development 
and real estate fi rm that serves a market in 
a radius of approximately 200 miles. It also 
has a branch offi ce in Boston.

Its divisions include Allegrone Construc-
tion, which provides construction manage-
ment, general contracting, design-build, and 
preconstruction planning services; Allegrone 
Home Builders, which partners with archi-

tects, designers, and consultants on projects 
that include small renovation and restora-
tion projects and large family estates; and 
Allegrone Masonry. It also has a real estate 
division that provides services related to com-
mercial and residential development, project 
fi nancing and brokerage services.

The company has become especially 
known for projects that include environmen-
tally oriented new construction and adaptive 
re-use of existing sites and historic preser-
vation. It frequently works on prominent 
projects and facilities for corporate clients, 
governments and nonprofi t institutions and 
cultural organizations.

The Berkshire Design Center is intended 
to represent the values of social equity, con-
servation and green community, according 
to its promotional material.

It is designed to be a fl exible, cost-effective 
facility to provide effi cient offi ce space with 

the features, common 
services and amenities 
of a large corporate of-
fi ce for businesses of 
varying sizes. It is en-
visioned as an active 
business center that 
allows for interactions 
among tenants, and 
fosters opportunities 

for networking and collaborations
It utilizes an open design with the fl ex-

ibility to accommodate customized needs of 
tenant and differing sizes in its confi guration. 
It can be tailored to provide spaces suitable 
for startups, very small businesses and inde-
pendent freelance contractors.

“It offers suites that are small, with shared 
amenities and resources,” said Allegrone.

Allegrone Companies purchased the prop-
erty, which was in foreclosure, for $900,000 in 
2010. Originally, the structure had been built as 
a motel, known as the Edgewood. It was later 
converted into offi ces for a data-processing 
business. More recently it had housed a busi-
ness known as the Leaning Center.

Allegrone Companies collaborated with 
local teams of architects, engineers, and lo-
cal fi eld contractors on the redevelopment 
of the site.

It did a complete renovation and expan-
sion of the original 1960s-era building, to 
essentially create a completely new structure. 
The company also undertook extensive land-
scaping of the site, which is on a small hill 
overlooking Route 7/20 to the west.

To help fi nance the project, it received a $3 
million Recovery Zone Facility Bond from 
MassDevelopment. Voters in Lenox also ap-
proved a 10-year tax fi nancing agreement.

Berkshire Design Center is oriented to 
a mix of tenants in professional services 
and creative industries, such as real estate, 
architectural, engineering and construction 
fi rms; fi nancial services; technology; home 
design and furnishings, and fi elds such as 
visual arts, graphics and media.

The building includes a three-story glass 
atrium. An enclosed mezzanine space on the 
upper level is suitable for hosting private 
events and seminars. It also contains space 
that can be used to showcase products.

The second fl oor of the center includes an 
open kitchen and cafe area near the confer-
ence room. The area also serves as a common 
space for tenants to relax and network with 
other professionals in the building.

The site includes six acres of pervious out-
door greenspace with ecologically oriented 
landscaping to reduce the heat generated by 
the built sections, and protect water sources 
and drainage.

The structure was designed and con-
structed to adhere to Leadership in Energy 
in Environmental Design (LEED) guidelines 
of the U.S. Green Building Council.

The facility includes curtain-wall glazing 
to allow a fl ow of natural light to illumi-
nate common spaces. Other energy saving 
measures include large windows, and LED 
lighting with occupancy sensors and timers. 
It utilizes air-sourced heat and cooling with 
constant fresh air recovery. 

The site includes six acres of pervious out-
door greenspace with ecologically oriented 
landscaping to reduce the heat generated by 
the built sections, and protect water sources 
and drainage. The site is also prepared for 
the possible future installation of solar 
panels.◆

The apartments in the Onota include 
exposed rustic fi nishes such as raw wood 
and metal ornamentation, and architectural 
expressions of the mid-20th century.

With the Onota and Howard buildings 
completed, Allegrone said his company is 
turning its attention to another North Street 
commercial property it owns, the Stevenson 
Building, one block south of Onota 74.

“We’re still working on the design and 
concept for that,” he said. “But we like the 
idea of mixed use, and it will probably be 
along those lines.”

He said they hope to begin that project 
next summer. “We’ll also continue to look 
for buildings that are at the end of their life 
cycle, and are good candidates for redevelop-
ment,” he added.

Allegrone expressed confi dence that Pitts-
fi eld is moving in the right direction.

“Pittsfi eld has come a long way in the last 
10 years, and there’s still room for growth,” 
he said. “Our company is excited about com-
pleting the second phase of our effort with 
the opening of the Onota. Our hope is that 
these projects will help to spark continued 
development downtown, and other public-
private partnerships in Pittsfi eld.”◆
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Allegrone relocates to new Lenox hQ
Over the past few years, Allegrone Companies 
has been gradually transforming a nondescript 
commercial building along Route 7/20 in Lenox 
into a cutting-edge offi ce complex to house its own 
operations. The 35,000-square-foot facility also 
has space for a dozen or so business tenants.
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